It has been some time since
someone dominated the
game of Green Baize in the
country the way Pankaj
Advani has. Former World
Billiards Champion Geet
Sethi did dwarf his
fellow-competitors with

his game a few seasons
ago, winning everything

on offer, and Advani's
dominance is equally
emphatic if not awesome
considering his age. At the
moment, Advani is the
toast of the nation. In a
bare-all with Bangalore
Mirror, the sportsman
spoke with candour about a
whole lot of issues, from
how he attains
concentration at the table
to wishing he could relive

Your approach to the game?

Iam not a very emotional person
when it comes to the game. The
emotional factor can ruin your
game at any point. That weakness
will give certain advantages to the
opponent. He knows and realises
what rattles you and once he feels
you are rattled, he goes for the Kill.

About your entry to the game?
1 used to watch my elder brother
play in a parlour and suddenly
one day 1 thought of giving it a
shot. Then I became a member of
the Karnataka State Billiards As-
sociation (KSBA) which encour-
ages talented youngsters. Inter-
estingly, in the first ever tour-
nament of my career | de-
feated my brother
Shree. That stands as
a very special vic-
tory for me.

How many
hours do
you
ded-
.@1 icate
for the
game?
When |
started, 1
used to play for
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seven hours a day, but now that
I don’t get much time, I try to put
in about four hours.

You have conquered the whole
world when it comes to cue
sports, so what more is there to
achieve? What keeps you going?
I would like to see the game grow.
People should know what a
record means. | want people to
know, to understand the efforts
and hard work that we put into
the game, the concentration in-
volved in the game.

How would you like to see the
game grow?

I have thought of setting up an
academy. I don’t know how long
it will take to materialise.

How much has the game grown
so far?

...l am not saying the game hasn’t
grown. It is doing so, slowly but
steadily too. The prize money has
increased. | am not saying the
game has undergone a drastic
change but yes, it has changed to
a certain extent.

How have the educational in-
stitutions been supportive in
your career?
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The Jain Institute has always sup-
ported me in all ways possible.
One day, the Principal saw me in
college and asked me what I was
doing there, instead of practis-
ing! He told me to come to col-
lege only 10 days before the ex-
ams. Jain College has been an in-
spirational factor for most of the
sports persons who want to pur-
sue education.

Do you go online often?

I used to, but now I've got my
own website http://www.panka-
jadvani.com. When people ask
me for details, I ask them to go to
my webpage.

Most games in the country are
given stepmotherly treatment.
Your view?

I don't think that’s true.
Cricket is doing well because the
Board is packaging the game
well. The federations that govern
the game would do well to take a
leaf from the BCCI’s book rather
than cry foul. Sponsors are there,
you have to lure them with at-
tractive packaging.

You began as a snooker player,
but seem reluctant to continue
in that form of green baize?

India is not the best place to play
snooker. The Pro Circuit is based in
England and all the tournaments
are played in the United Kingdom.
You have to be based in the UK
which does not suit me. | would
not mind travelling for the odd
tournament, but staying there isa
‘no’ for me. Moreover, | want to
concentrate on playing in India.

Are there chances of you switch-
ing from billiards to pool?

If T do pool I will have to forget
snooker and billiards. Pool is a dif-
ferent ball game. It takes a differ-
ent skill to play. The ball is much
bigger than the one used in bil-
liards and snooker. Not at this time
of my career anyway, but maybe
when I am much older.

How was your first World
Championship experience?

It was good. But at certain stages
1 found the going very difficult. I
had former World Champion
Michael Ferreira with me. He is a
great motivator. He used to tell
me to erase whatever went before
and to be fully focused in the
present. That small motivational
speech helped me to go ahead
and win the title.
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